PLEASE TOUCH AGAIN
An Exhibit of Touchable Art Works
TOHONO CHUL PARK EXHIBIT HALL
August 21 to November 9, 2008

Have you ever been tempted to touch the art work in a museum?  Did your hand reach out to feel the surface of a sculpture before you realized what you were doing?  It is a natural inclination to want to touch things that we are curious about.  Like most museums, we usually ask visitors to NOT touch the art on display in Tohono Chul Park’s exhibits by posting “Please Resist the Urge to Touch!” signs in our galleries. Please Touch Again is a different kind of exhibit that breaks the usual museum rules by allowing and even encouraging you to PLEASE TOUCH THE ART! At first, you might feel self-conscious about touching the art work but, trust us, we want you to enjoy this rare opportunity!

We invited members of the community who are blind or have vision loss to visit Please Touch Again.  But the exhibit is intended to enhance the art experience for ALL visitors by including object labels in both large print and Braille and tours with unique, in-depth verbal descriptions of the artworks’ visual features.

The exhibit is comprised of work submitted by artists across the country. Many of them told us that they appreciate having the opportunity to share their work in a touchable way. Intrigued with the concept, some artists even started thinking about art making in a new way. Clay artist Rebecca Bish expressed the feelings of many artists in this exhibit saying that she tried to create a “tactile narrative” in her work. “I wanted the images to provide a sense of discovery and surprise and to be easily deciphered by touch.” Diane Paull designed her textural landscape painting so that, by touching the tree branches and a winding river, you are guided through the seasons of the year. Naturally lending itself to storytelling, touching art allows you to learn more about the object in a cumulative manner—similar to reading a book or listening to music. 

Psychotherapist/artist Diane Reardon uses a play on words in her fiber work titled “How Long Have You Felt This Way?” In addressing the exhibit concept, she has created a tactile representation of the therapist’s eternal question. Debbie Jensen’s clay sculpture depicts three things that any Arizona schoolchild knows to never touch, but wants to: a beady Gila monster, birds’ eggs, and fuzzy prickly pear cactus pads. Ginny Tompkins’ truly multisensory work offers us a way to experience all of the traditional five senses and consider the possibility of a sixth one— the brain’s intuitive response to what the other senses perceive.

For some of the artists, low vision affects their personal lives and careers. Carmen Bond, whose piece depicts a face emerging from a saber-toothed maw, is dealing with her own impending vision loss. Ann Cunningham, who carves story-like low relief slate sculptures, teaches art to the blind and has launched a series of tactile, multisensory books. Melodee Loyer and Marcy Wrenn incorporate Braille words into their art works.
Touch is central to the meaning of the artworks in this exhibit and only by feeling them with your hands can you understand what they are about. By physically interacting with the artwork, you also are able to share the sensory experiences of the artists who used their hands to create them. With your fingertips you can perceive the different textures and temperatures of the works’ materials, be it cool (marble, steel) or warm (clay, wood, paper). In touching knitted and stitched pieces, you begin to realize why the feel or “hand” of the fabrics and yarns is so important in fiber artworks. 

Listen carefully, too, as some of the works produce a sound. Be sure to go outdoors to the garden south of the Exhibit House to experience “Garden Soundscape,” a beautiful audio artwork by Michael Carroll.  

This is third hands-on art exhibit presented by Tohono Chul Park.  The original 1999 Please Touch! exhibit and its follow-up in 2003, Please Touch, Too!, were enthusiastically embraced by our visitors and were recognized for their excellence in arts access by VSAarts/Metlife and for their community-bridging efforts by the Museum Association of Arizona. 

Forty artists have created fascinating artworks for you to touch and perhaps think about for a long time afterward. We hope that you enjoy the opportunity to “Please Touch Again.”

Peggy Hazard
Assistant Exhibit Curator
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PARK AFTER DARK
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Friday, October 24, 5 to 8pm
HANDS-ON NATURE: 
meet live desert critters 
HANDS-ON ART: 
get touchy-feely with art 
HANDS-ON CULTURE: 
drum with 
Odaik
o
 Sonora 
(5:30 & 6:45pm) 
Light refreshments
 courtesy of 
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)
Exhibit House Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily
Verbal description tours: Tuesdays/Thursdays at 11am
www.tohonochulpark.org
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