
Tohono Chul Butterfly Plants
Latin Name Common Name Pollinator Type When blooming Location
Acacia greggii Catclaw Acacia spring to fall
Acourtia wrightii Brownfoot/Perezia spring to fall P
Ageratum corymbosum Butterfly Mist Nectar P
Aloysia gratissima Bee Bush Gossamer Wings Nectar spring to fall P
Anisacanthus thurberi Native Honeysuckle Elada Checkerspot spring to fall P
Aquilegia chrysantha Golden columbine Nectar spring S
Aristolachia fimbriata Prostrate Dutchman's Pipe Pipevine Swallowtail Larval P
Asclepias curassivaca Bloodflower Monarch & others Nectar & Larval spring to fall P
Asclepias linaria Pineleaf Milkweed Queen & Monarch Nectar spring to fall Sun
Asclepias subulata Desert Milkweed Nectar & Larval Sun
Atriplex canescens Fourwing Saltbush Pygmy Blue Larval all year P
Baileya multiradiata Desert marigold Nectar spring to fall Sun
Berlandiera lyrata Chocolate flower Nectar P
Bouteloua curtipendula Sideoats Grama Orange Skipperling Larval spring & summer Sun
Buddleia marrubifolia Wooly Butterfly Bush Nectar warm months Sun
Caesalpinia pulcherrima Red Bird of Paradise Swallowtails & Sulphurs all year P
Calliandra californica Baja Fair Duster Ceraunus Blue Nectar & Larval spring P/S
Calliandra eriophylla Desert fairy duster P/S
Cassia wislizenii Shrubby senna Nectar Sun
Celtis pallida Desert Hackberry Empress Leilia/American Snout Larval summer P
Chilopsis linearis Desert willow Nectar spring & fall P
Chrysactinia mexicana Damianita Nectar Sun
Chrysothamnus nauseosus Rabbitbrush Nectar spring to fall Sun
Cordia parviflora Littleleaf cordia Nectar Sun
Dalea frutescens Black Dalea Southern Dogface Nectar & Larval spring to summer Sun
Dalea greggii Trailing Indigo Bush Nectar & Larval winter & spring Sun
Dalea pulchra Bush Dalea Southern Dogface Nectar & Larval fall to spring Sun
Dalea versicolor Southern Dogface/Ceraunus Blue Nectar & Larval spring & fall Sun
Dicliptera resupinata Twinseed Texas Crescent Larval April to October F/P
Dyssodia pentachaeta Golden Dyssodia Dainty Sulfur Nectar & Larval all year Sun
Encelia farinosa Brittlebush Nectar fall to spring Sun
Ericameria larcifolia Turpentine bush Nectar spring to summer Sun
Erigeron divergens Native fleabane Nectar March to November Sun
Eriogonum fasciculatum Flattop buckwheat Nectar spring to fall Sun
Eupatorium greggii Boneset Queen Nectar summer Sun
Eysenhardtia orthocarpa Kidneywood Nectar & Larval spring P
Fallugia paradoxa Apache plume Nectar Sun

Abbreviations: P = Full sun to part shade    F = Filtered sun    A = Afternoon shade    S = Shade    F/P = Filtered sun to part shade    P/S = 
Full sun to shade



Tohono Chul Butterfly Plants
Latin Name Common Name Pollinator Type When blooming Location
Galvezia juncea Baja Bush Snapdragon Tropical Buckeye Larval spring & fall
Gaura lindheimeri Gaura Nectar spring Sun
Glandularia goodingii Goodings Verbena many most of year Sun
Hymenoxys acaulis Angelita daisy Nectar spring to fall Sun
Hyptis emoryi Desert Lavender Nectar spring to fall P
Justicia californica Chuparosa Nectar & Larval spring to fall Sun
Lantana species Trailing Lantana Sun
Leucaena retusa Golden leadball tree Nectar spring to summer P
Leucophyllum frutescens Texas Sage Larval Sun
Lippia canescens repens Frogfruit Phaon Crescent Nectar & Larval summer to fall P
Lobelia cardinalis Cardinal flower Nectar P/S
Lycium spp Wolfberry spring to fall P
Lysiloma thornberi Feather bush tree Large orange sulphur Nectar spring Sun
Melampodium leucanthum Blackfoot daisy Nectar P
Muhlenbergia dumosa Bamboo Muhly Orange Skipperling Larval P
Nolina texana Bear grass Larval spring to fall Sun
Oenothera caespitosa Tufted Evening primrose Nectar Sun
Passiflora species Passionvine Gulf Fritillary Larval summer P
Plumbago scandens Nectar spring A
Salvia clevelandii Chaparral sage Nectar spring to fall P
Salvia farinacea Mealy Cup sage Nectar spring & fall P
Salvia greggii Autumn sage Nectar spring & summer F 
Salvia leucantha Mexican Bush sage Nectar most of year F
Sphaeralcea ambigua Globe Mallow Nectar & Larval March to October Sun
Stachys coccinea Texas betony Nectar most of year P
Tagetes lemmonii Mt Lemon marigold Nectar P
Viguiera stenoloba Skeletonleaf goldeneye Nectar summer Sun
Zexmenia hispida Rough zexmenia Nectar & Larval summer & fall P
Zinnia acerosa Desert zinnia Nectar Sun

Abbreviations: P = Full sun to part shade    F = Filtered sun    A = Afternoon shade    S = Shade    F/P = Filtered sun to part shade    P/S = 
Full sun to shade


